For seventy-five cents our government could have prevented all its many 

mistakes in Southeast Asias# Some of these mistakes are so horrible and of such a 

magnitude thst we may, in fact, never completely overcome their effects. 

Had the seventy-fives cents been spent in time, the searing tragedies of 
and 

Viet 178m/ Laos aocixBffehaErsxiiapBEBjdisgx: could hsve been avoided. Billiens of dollars 

might have been saved, hundreds of American aid thousandsof other lives might have 

been spared. It is difficult to conceive how much suffering by already long-suffering 

to 

people could have been wm xeLeSx prevented. It isn’t possible to conceive /how many 
millions of minds in how many thousands of straw, mud . end thatch hamlets 
the words "American" is now, needlessly, the foulest word in the language- all 
because the right man didn’t spend seventy-five cents. 

All of the major and minor mistakes of American foreign policy,, all the 
faults of strategy and tacties, were accurately predicted, forecast in detail, 
over thirty years ago. As was the esse with the Tanaka Memorial, vfoich the 
governments of the world chose to ignore; with Hitler's Mein Kampf and other 
Hazi writings, sll of which stated exactly what would be done, .often even when, 
when the available truth was counter to national policy it was ignored. 

XJ 

With the "right man” in the State epartment, it would not have been necessary 

to spend -a single cent. All the information is there, both in the libarsry and in 
the files. Some of it got there the hard way. Perhaps the first American to send 
this information bsck had his reputation ruined as his reward. This was in the 
1920s. Heedless to say, his successors and associates were less anxious to get 
the word home, although, many did. 
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But 3.4 is a fact that all the dos and donts were laid on tie line, years 

ago, but the man who without doubt is the vrorld’s greatest expert in the field, 
and ^ ' 

now for all past ages. He is the man who thought it up, figured it out and did 

it. If any man ever proved he knew *et-he was talking about, this one did. It 

is not likeljr any man faced tougher odds, ever came closer to scjaieving the 

impossible. That he ±i did succeed, and by exactly the strategy and tactics he 

whole 

said he would use, should have taought not only the State Department but the world 
to read hisevery word and to heed them. 

Without doubt his words were read by some junior clerks in Washington, men and 
women turn, provided with the hgihest educations by our finest universities. Without 
doubt his words were ignored from the beginning, as they still are. Hence the 
apparently insoluble American situation in Yiet Nam, for example. 

The aging Mao Tse-Tung must be enjoying our discomfiture. He knew it was 
coming, how it was coming, and has already predicted how it will end. This fbrmer 
peasant, virtually self-educated, conqueror and ruler of the most populous country 
in the history of man, is perhaps the lesst understood of the world’s powerful men. 
Whether we like him or not, more than the American face in Viet Name depends on our 
understanding him. Whether he is a good or an evil genius, he is indubitably a 
spectacular genius. He is also sn unlimited genius. As a military leader, who could 
best him? As a political leader, look st what he did’. His diplomatic genius is all 
to fresh to require reiteration, or even to permit it without pain. 

In same ways his greatest is his litarary genius. In simple, lucid, comprehen- 
sible and powerful language, he set in all on paper and made his ideas, hopes, aspira 
tions, plans and techniques and even their details known, understood and followed 
by the vastest body of illiterates in the world. 

His essential writings, well illuminated with intelligent notes and explana- 




3 



tions, have long been available in EngLish, for only seventy-five cents in 
paper back! 




0-1 



The essentials of Mao Tse Tung 

Cardinal principle - never abuse people 

Almost total lack of eeeditable atrocity stories 
How he and his small band lived 

All got same pay and food, etc. 

Strict adherence to non-abusive principles 

Made into marching song so illitarate soldiers would understand 
Treatment of prisoners an enemies 

So good raaiiy joined his forces, including Japanese " 

How his enemies lived and fought 
Chiang 

Violence, terror, corruption 
Japanese 

Ditto 

Education and indoctrination of masses, through soldiers and guerillas 

Practised what he preached and did what he said he’d do, especially 
for grindingly poor people, overwhelming majority of populatim 
How he won country from Chiang 

Chiang’ s enemies growing in numbers, and how he earned them 
Desertions- Division after dvi division deserted as fast as US trailed and 
equipped them, as soon as they got to front, taking all equipment 
The essential error of creating and supporting lesser chiangs in other countries 
Korea 

former rench In do -China and the Geneva agreement s 

Laos- The crooked elections, overturned elections, etc. Wrong stooges 

msi and policies that couldn’t succeed* Allowing stoodes to control out 
policies. The assassinations after the latest agreement. 

Vite Ham - The same mistakes as Laos and mew refinements 




Boa Dai- corruption and torture, abuse of peasants 
The Nhus - more of the same, with embellishments 
Religious persecution 
The hamlet fiasco 
US refusal to face realities 
Political 

Military (back to Mao) 

^onsensiesl pretenses 

Tlesrerses attributed to "foreign internet ion 

Impossibility (viz, 600 miles j^gles) 

“Qur own, in clear violation of agreements 
Brutalities against populace (again Mao) 

Needless alienation of other countries, allies 
Especially Csmbodia 

What was really ahppening i&ile Pentagon, State Department 

was issuing soothing- statement and optomistie predictions 

Gan anything be done now? 

If anything can be done, it ean only be done with our 

most exportable commodity Jes, our political principles 
and belief in the sanctitity of the individual and h 
his rights. 




